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I.—onmex Porrrros. 


Tus Sahkachar, of the 7th November, hopes that the Government 
| r of India will induce the Ministers in England 
„ tae send aid to the Indian merchants in 
Mozambique, who have been great losers by the recent quarrel between the 

ple of that island and a company of German traders, It should also 
to impress upon them the belief that if a fear of Prince Bismarck prevents 
them from giving the much needed help, the whole Indian interest in the 
island will destroyed, and they themselves will appear shamefully weak 

cowardly, 5 3 
* 2. The Sanjtvant, of the 10th November, is alarmed to hear that 
the British troops, who had been recalled 
) from Tibet some time ago, have been again 
ordered to winter at Chumbi, in order that, on the advent of spring, they 
may again attack the Tibetans. The Government is entreated not to 
continue this war with Tibet, The poor Indian rate-payer cannot supply 
more money for war. ol 


oo we 


The Tibet war. 


II.—Houn Apmrvisreation, 
(a) — Police. i 


3. The Surabht and Patdkd, of the Sth November, referring to 
| Mr. Clogstoun’s appointment as Personal 


M. tor P al Assistant : are (i : 
Gu Clogstonn Ae ecal of Boles Assistant to the Inspector-General of Police, 
1 observes as follows: 


Are the duties of the Inspector-General of Police so heavy that he. 


must require the help of an assistant in order to get through them? 


The abolition of the office of Inspector-General itself was once in con- 


templation. And has the work of the Police Department suddenly become 


so heavy as to necessitate the appointment of a Personal Assistant to that 
oficer? It was thought that the eagerness which the Police authorities 
displayed a little while ago in the matter of curtailment of expenditure 
would result in the retirement from the police service of some highly-paid 
officers whose offices might be found to have been sinecures. But Mr, 


Clogstoun’s appointment shows that all that display was intended merely to 


throw dust in the eyes of the public. 
4. The Samnjtoant, of the 10th November, gives the following as 
The working of the confidential Showing how the confidential Police circular 
Police circular. is being worked in the mofussil ;— 


(1) A Sub-Inspector of Police and a constable were present at the 
meeting held at the temple of Baidyanath for the purpose 
of selecting a delegate for the coming National Congress, 
The meeting was convened and attended by respectable 

men, and the police had no reason to be present at it. 

(2) Baboo Raj Narain Bose, the President of the Adi Brahmo 
Samaj, lives at Baidyanath and divine service is held at his 
house every Sunday morning. On the 6th Kartik last, 

whilst divine service was going on there, a head-constable 
and a constable went there, looked this way and that and 
went away. It seems the police is making it impossible 
for people even to worship God in peace. ; 


5. Referring to the prosecution of a coolie recruiter who had decoyed 
two Uriyas from Balasore, the same paper 


be Caleutta Police and coolie re- 
ruiting. 


their determined effort to suppress the evil 
doings of coolie recruiters, „„ 5 


thanks the officers of the Calcutta Police for 


Nov. 7th, 1888. 


SaNsrIvani, 


Nov. 10th, 1888, 


SURABH! & PaTaka, 


Nov, 8th, 1888. 


Sanzwan, 
Nov, 10th, 1888. 


Sana. 


N 


seven months ago a theft was committed at the house of Baboo Madhy 


BanaaBaSl, 


SANJIVANI, 
Nov, 10th, 1888, 


‘( 73220 )) 


. A-correspondent of the Bangabdel, of the 10th November, dra 
l oe g the attention of the Police authorities “ye 
; on oy ‘in me 24. fact that the constables. stationed at the 
_— 5 Agarpara outpost, in the 24. Pergunnahs dis. 
trict, are suffering from malarious fever, and ate thas unable to perform their 
duties well and regularly. 3 e eee eee 
7. A correspondent of the same paper reports a case of daring dacoity 
ef in 15 8 of ——— e Kumar Mukerj 
4 daring dacoity at Pakuris, inthe of Pakuria, a village situated within the juriz. 
Hooghly Hate iat - diction of the Chanditala thana in the oma 
pore sub-division of the Hooghly district, The dacoits have taken a large 
quantity of jewellery by torturing the female members of the house. About 


Sudan Chatterji of the same village. The thieves carried off about Rs. 600, 
But the police having failed to trace the thieves reported that the case 
was a false one. It remains to be seen how the police will act this time, 
The Magistrate is requested to see that the daedits are brought to justice, 
and the property is recovered. Ifthe Siakhala police or the Ohanditala 
police do not succeed in tracing the dacoits, some competent detective 
officer should be deputed to make the necessary enquiries. 
8. Another 3 of — — a so — the pre- 
— valence of theft at Haripore, a village three miles 
FR Santipore in Nuddes. * 
A highway robbery has been committed on the road between the 
Nandagram and Pearigunge villages, three miles west of Culna. A 
cartman was returning home with some money from Oulnagunge ; the 
robber struck him on the head with a stick, thereby causing a fracture of 
the skull. It is hoped that the police will put down with a firm hand such 
cases of theft and robbery. a 


(b)—— Working of the Couris. 


9. The Sanjtcant, of the 10th November, thanks Mr. Driberg for 
punishing Mr. Ending, the Assistant Manager 
of the Messijan tea-garden in Assam. It is popu- 
larly believed that the tea-planters are never punished, no matter how serious 
their offences may be, and that the coolies who institute cases against tea - 
planters are themselves punished on the charge of instituting false cases. 
The punishment inflicted on Mr. Ending will in some measure serve to 
remove that impression from the public mind. But it has been improper not 
to bring Mr. Robinson, the Manager of the Mesaijan tea-garden, to justice. 
He is primarily responsible for the oppressions which have been practised in 
the garden. It is impossible that any oppression could be committed on 80 
large.a number of coolies without his knowledge, and the writer has been 
informed that it was in Mr. Robinson’s presence that the eoolie woman, 
named Kunti, was made naked and whipped. The writer is also informed 
that the police on making enquiries came to know that Mr. Robinson now 
and then beats coolies with a rattan. It is, therefore, very mecessaly 
that Mr. Robinson should be brought to justice. If the Assam Govern- 
ment thinks Mr. Robinson guilty, it should issue instructions for his 
prosecution. eae 3 lod qk ieee | eae 
It has been reported that one female and four male coolies bare died 
from the effects of severe beating. It is not known why no prosecution on 
the charge of causing death to coolies has yet been instituted, and Mr. Drive 
is therefore asked to win the thanks of the public by setting such a prosecu- 


The Mesaijan tea-garden case. 


tion on foot. 


* 0 
* 2 6 15 


( ae) 


10. A g correspondent of the same 12 er says that Mr. Montriou, the 
Sub- divisional Officer of Rampore Hat, hes onde’ 


* «& 


K. Moston, Sub-dtviionsl Baboo Ananta Deb Mukherji, 4 

4 n (4 manta Deb Mukherji, a pleader of the 
4 1 85 sites Le not Ae e his 2 Mr. Monttiou 
as no power to pass such an order or to enforce it. Sir Steuart Bayley is 
meiohkiiente ee 


11. The Bangabdst, of the 10th November, asks. Government to 


consider carefully the views expressed i 
Nawab Abdul Lateef Khan Bas y pressed in Nawab 
hadur on moral education. . 


. >, ‘and moral education. ee 

The writer does not agree with the Nawab in thinking that religious 
instruction should be imparted in public schools. For it must be very difficult. 
to impart religious instruction to classes of pupils recruited from every section: 
of the Indian community. Again, the number of Government schools in 
this country not being large, religious instruction in those schools will not do 
much good. The number of aided and non-aided schools is much larger, 
and religious instruction in those schools is therefore expected to do some 
good. Religious instruction is also practicable in those schools, because they 


are generally established for the education of the children of particular 


Abdul Luteef Khan. Bahadur’s letter on discipline 


sections of the community. The writer agrees with Nawab Abdul Luteef — 


in thinking that morals cannot be separated from religion, and that a moral 
text-book of the kind which Government intends to get up will be in the 
highest: degree objectionable. And the writer also expresses his own view 
that one book on morals cannot possibly be so framed as to meet the require- 
ments of the various Indian communities. oon 5 

The writer is of opinion that the adoption of the means suggested 
below will greatly help the cause of moral and religious education in this 
country:— 1 
(I) The children of each community should receive English education 
through the medium of text-books specially prepared from its own moral and 
religious standpoint. A Hindu boy should read text-books compiled on 


strictly Hindu principles, a Mahomedan boy should read text-books compiled 


on strictly Mahomedan prinziples, and so on. on 
(2). The curriculum of study for the several examinations from the 
vernacular scholarship examination to the highest examinations of the Uni- 
persity should be fixed in such a way that candidates may have time to 
prepare themselves for the examinations without being compelled to neglect 
their religious duties and studies, | 
(3). There should be no text-book anywhere calculated to shake a 
pupil’s faith in his national religion, The inclusion of works on Christian 
theology in the course of studies fixed for some of the University examina- 
tions is in the highest degree objectionable from this point of view, and 
can only be justified by the inclusion in the same course of works on Hindu 
and Mahomedan theology. 


- Zooal- Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 
the 9th November, says that an attempt was 


12. The Samaya, of | 
3 5018 recently made at Anarkali in Lahore to compel 
Lepers selling food in Calcutta. 3 butcher who was suspected to be a leper to sub- 
mit himself to medioal examination. In Calcutta there are many lepers 
who sell articles of food. In the interest of sanitation, these people should 
be compelled to go to the Leper’s Asylum, The Calcutta Municipali 
has never taken the subject into its consideration. If it makes an en 


it will find that a great number of butehers who sell meat in the Caleut 
bazars are affected with leprosy. ae ae 


quiry, 


150 nai 
Nov. 10th, 1888. 


3 BaNGaBasl. 


SAHACHAR. 


SaHACHAR. 


BraraT Mitra, 
Nov. 8th, 1888. 


Nov. 7th, 1888. 
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13. A correspondent of the Bangabdet, of the 10th Novembef, con. 
: „ plwkwins that the farmer of the cattle-pound at Bal. 
, The Oattle-pound st Belichar in char, a village situated near Maksudpore in the 
—, 7 district of Furreedpore, charges Sannas and some. 
times 10 annas for every impounded cow and one sana per day 38 feeding 


charge. He sometimes realises from owners of cattle a daily fine 1 to 
ook to 


the amount of the prescribed fine. The authorities are requested to 
the matter. 3 FFF. 
14. A correspondent of the same paper objects to the site selected for 
oe the proposed burning ghat at Agarpara in the 
A new burning ghat in Agar 24. Pergunnahs district, on the ground that, being 
ee close to a bathing ghat, a burning ghat at. that 
place will be a source of great inconvenience to the people residing in 
the neighbourhood, and to many of the inhabitants of the village who bathe 


in that ghat. | 


15. The Sahachar, of the 7th November, says that the Home Secretary 
to the Government of India should come to 
| Alipore to see for himself the amount of 
trouble and inconvenience which the present system of taking out 
licenses for guns every year entails on the people. To people living in the 
outlying parts of the district of 24-Pergunnahs, where lands are just being 
brought under cultivation, guns are as necessary as food and clothing, 
But it generally takes them two or three days to come to Alipore, making 
expenses all the time for food and lodging. On arriving at Alipore, they 
have to find money for the mukhtar and the petition writer as well as for the 
purchase of stamp. And this is not enough. They must wait till the 
Magistrate finds time to grant their applications, Thus it often happens 
that these poor people have to be absent from their fields for ten days in the 


* 


Licenses under the Arms Act. 


year. To put an end to this unsatisfactory state of things, licenses for arms 


should be made renewable every fire years. As licenses granted under the 
Arms Act do not entitle their bolders to use guns intended for soldiers, the 
22 strictness of the rules regulating their grant is simply unintelli- 
gible. | es 

Mr. Mackenzie, Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, argues 
that, as licenses for the use of guns are never refused when applied for, the 


meaning of the opposition and clamoar against the Arms Act is not clear, 


Surely Mr. Mackenzie would have thought otherwise if he had been. aware 
of the trouble and inconvenience which, as pointed out above, have to be 
undergone in taking out licenses under the Act. ae 
16. The same paper hopes that the Government of india ve 2 
f _.,. 2 strong protest against the introduction o 
m Tee ee English Factory law into this country. 
The introduction of tke law will have the effect of destroying the few 
manufactures which have come into existence in this country, thereby throws 
ing thousands of people out of employment. : „ 
17. The same paper says that, as any increase of the income-tax will 


3 be almost a sin, Government should try 


to meet the deficit caused by the Sikkim 

War and the Black Mountain Expedition by reimposing the import duties. 
18. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 8th November, asks Government to 
Asylums for lepers. establish an asylum for lepers in the head- 


* quarters of each district. Such an asylum 
will prevent the spread of that disease. Instead of using force 0 compel 
lepers to go to the asylums, Government should allow them to use theit on 


discretion in the matter. 


„ Bd 


— | r : 


(n 


19. The same paper 
a the ecken et the erroneous statements. There ‘is’ nothing ‘new 
Hise e ROWE 2 in it. It only recapitulates what has been said 
on the subject in official reports. Gwernment has published this ‘Resolutioa 
in such haste, because it wants to silence Mr. Caird and: others, who are 
carrying on an unpalatable agitation on the subject in England. Tuib rose: 
coloured report on the condition of the  agriculturists - will therefore do ‘no 
gooil to the pepe %%% „ 1 

It is true that the Bengal peasantry ate comparatively well off; but the 
peasantry: of Behar live from hand to, mouth in the strictest sense of the 
word. S ele , id 


monopoly of salt, and proposes to raise the 
Hide ok price of that commodity. Any increase in 
the price of salt, added to the increased salt duty, will cause serious hardship 
to the poor Indians, who cannot afford to pay a higher price for that article 


The monopoly of salt. 


than what 1 pay at present. Government is therefore requested to 
' 


manufacture salt in India as before. 

21. The Surabni und Futdhd, of the 8th November, says that, in the 
‘ships in which salt is brought to this country 
from England, it is the practice to store beef 
and pork with a view of the same being 
salted. That the salt thus brought is an objectionable article of con- 
sumption to both Hindus and Mahomedans is obvious. But Government, 


The proposed salt monopoly and 
Bnglish t in India. 


notwithstanding its promise of religious neutrality, does nothing to prevent 


the defilement of salt in this way. Although salt is purified with bone dust, 
still that is no reason why it should be allowed to be mixed with the blood and 
fat of cows and pigs. To say that Hindus have become beef-eaters and can 


therefore have nothing to say against such desecration of salt, will be- to make 


aserious mistake. For, speaking generally, the religious beliefs’ of the 


Hindus remain unaltered. Goveroment should put au end to this practice 


by confiscating all desecrated salt, and ‘by punishing the ovners of the ‘ships 
wherein such desecration is permitted. Such of the native’ papers as pro- 
fess to be strictly: Hindu should agitate the matter. ee Oy 


Apprehension is then expressed that the price of salt inay go up inordi- ) 
ately if the Salt Syndicate gain their object. It is the duty of the people of 


this country, in view ‘of this new danger, to try to encourage the importation 
of salt from France, Spain and Portugal, and of the native Chamber of 
Commerce to secure the manufacture of salt in large quantities in this 
country, and to try to exclude English salt from the Indian bazars. 
22. Tue same paper says that it is clear from Sir Steuart Bayley's out- 


The outstill resolution. 3 


Sir Steuart strikes at the very root of the mischief. No temporary measures 


7 


of reform will do in this matter. The writer cannot belive that sue a bidt on 


ut 


the civilised Wnglish rule im India will last Ing. 


23. The Bducation ‘Gazette, of the 9th November, thus delivers itself 


on the subject of Dr, Gurudlas Banet 
— spanerlee ge Taher ‘apptinement a Judgeship of dhe ‘Cater 
It is a habit with Englishmen to hate in«fliciency and to ree 
Even when unsympathetic; Englishmen are capable’ of récégnizing 
And it is for this reason that the English Government has bee: 
reward Dr. Gurudas, who, besides’ being learned and intelliger 


very high place amongst ‘the lawyers of the Oaleutta Bar. He is not 


* 


still resolution that His Honoar is particularly 
A nxious to put an end to the evils caused by 
outstills in this country. But the people will not be satisfied unless 
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days that the Government Resolution on thé Nadz wer, 
| \ Condition of the people is:defective and fall ef * 1 


90. The same paper says that an English ‘Company: has secured the Buanat Mrena. 


Sonam & Para, 


Nov. 8th, 1888. 


Sonam & PatTaxka. 


Praja Ban, 
Nov, 9th, 1868. 


SuLaBH SamMacHak & 
Kosak, 
Nov. 9th, 1888. 


BaNnGaBasl, 
Nov. 10th, 1888. 


* 
gi 
(ne p 


versed ed in tue Eng) is h low, but he also commands a respectable know] 
the Hindu low. His character has been pure from his childhood. Mang 
he has receivell English . education, he: has not, like the generality 

by present 


; or hi 
Boglish-knvwing. countrymeo, renounped allegiance to his national race 
He holds in : sincere; respect and reverence his aged mother. His pre 
levation is due as much to bis own purity of character as:to the blessings of 
bis beloved and revered parent, flattery or recommendation not baving had 
anything to do with it. Who does not feel glad to ses a man of 5 
dence and character with a profound faith in bis own religion like 
Dr. Gurudas thus elevated? His honesty, affability, independence of 
character, and profound. religious faith make Dr. Gurudas a model for the 
imitation of his English-knowing countrymen. : 15 
24. The Prajd Bandhu, of the 9th November, says that recently a 

„ : vacancy occurred in the office of the Bengal 
r Board Board of Revenue. Justice required che pro- 
eae oe ae motion on that occasion of Baboo Dvari- 
kanath Banerjee, the same who was fined four days’ pay fot having been late 
at office for four or five minutes, But as the elevation of such a man could 
not be thought of, the choice fell on a man who was then in hospital suffering 
from a loathsome disease, who was once suspended for five or six months for 


bad character, and the whole length of whose service scarcely amounts to a 


month. eat ee 

25. Beferring to the Government Resolution on the subject of leprosy 
the Sulabh Samdchdr and Kushdaha, of the 
N re 9th November, says that the people of this 
country do not know that leprosy is a contagious disease. Besides, family 
ties are so strong in India that a father will never consent to live apart. from 
a leprous son or a wife from a leprous husband. Such being the case, any 
legislative measure for compelling lepers. to go to asylums will be unwork- 
able here. % Abe ee : 


The leper question. 


Most of the lepers belong to the lowest classes in society. It is these 


men who spread the disease by appearing ip the streets and markets. There 
are few lepers among the higher classes, and those among them who have 
that disease are well cared for in their own homes, and do not mix with other 
people. Government should fiod out and confine in asylums: only destitute 
lepers * a law can be framed on the subject which will secure public 
approval. 1 4 mi tise ** 
10 26. The Bangabdei, of the 10th November, says that the revenue of 
n 80 crores of rupees is not sufficient to meet 

U nw the expenditure of the Government of India, 
which spends a third part of its revenue in maintaining troops from a fear of 
Russia, which has spent enormous sums of money in the Burmese war, 
which has recklessly spent 150 lakhs of rupees in the Sikkim war, and which 
is at this moment engaged in an expensive war on the Black Mountain. The 
Government, which is so lavish and reckless in its expenditure, can never 
expect to be solvent, however large its income may hcen. 
It is now impossible to increase revenue by the imposition of fresh 


* 


taxes. The Government of India has therefore reviewed the financial 


relations between the Central and the Provincial Governments. with she 
view of placing upon the latter a more complete obligation to share the 
Imperial liabilities than what rests upon them under the present system of 


* 


Provincial contracts. The Provincial Governments have been asked to mak 
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considerable reductions in their contributions in aid of local pur 
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convince those. people of effects of outstille, on 
vet und 20 hag ‘that system cheapans liquor, and thereby indteases — 
panimption, ie is hoped wat the Obief Opmmiatioser of Assam. wil 
confer Sha greatest blessing on his people and earn their, gratitude by 

e e outetill system in all parts of Assam. 
1 Ihe same paper says that it has already shown: that it is impos. 
“tthe Otten in.., ble to limit the capacity of outetills und 
oa. vats according to the recommendations of the 
Excise Oommission. And this the writer would now corroborate by quotin 
aftcial opinion on the subject. In 1885, the Bengal Government ask 
the Board of Revenue.to say whether it was practicable: to carry out the 
recommendations of the Excise Commission in the matter of restricting the 
capacity of ontstills, The Board, after consulting all Magistrates and 
Commissioners . tbroughout Bengal, Behar and Orisea, sent the following 


reply: 


No. 748 B, dated 2nd November 188868. 
From O. A. Samuelle, Esq’, Officiating Secretary to the Board of 
ARevenue, Lower Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, Financial Department. 
19. These extracts fairly represent the opinions of the officers-consulted 
on this important proposal. It will be seen that whilst some advocate 
cordially the adoption of the Commission's suggestions, others accept them 
in default of any better scheme; whilst several officers—and amongst them 
some with considerable experience—hold that, however excellent may be the 
principle the Commission have in view, thé proposal is not one that ban be 
brought into practical operation. 5 5 ee 
25. Vs to the maximum to which, under the proposed rule, 


* 


‘the outatill-holder is to be restricted, it may be pointed out that it is impos- 


sible, under any system except that of manufacture at a central distillery, to 
enforce adherence to any maximum quantity to be distilled. | EF the Com- 
mistion's proposal be adopted, the lessee’s object will be to lower thé capacity 
and upset price of the still he takes to the utmost, and then by rapid secret 
distillation to manufacture a mach larger quantity of liquor than the fixed 


maximum. 


It was the Government of Sir Rivers Thompson that first established 
outstills, regulated in accordance with the recommendations of the Commis- 
sioner of the Patna Division, although the Board pointed out the ‘impracti- 
cability of giving effect to sucha scheme. Shortly after this, the Board 
addressed the following letter to the Commissioner of the Patna Division: 


No. 200B, dated the 14th July 1886. **„ 

From—0. E. BuckTAxn, Esd., Offg. Secretary to the Board of 

: r mE 
To—The Commissioner of the Patna Division. hs a 

1 „ * 0 * N 

Pana. 4. The figures given in the Table I attached to the Deputy: 

Collector's letter show that, notwithstanding the introduction of.a new. system, 

and the imposition of various restrictions, the previous prices of shopastéuthe 

license fees, have to a great extent been maintained. It may, be informed 

that the effeots of the restrictions on the capacities of stills , ‘fermenting. 

vats have nut been fully realized, or that they are not considered at present 

as likely to interfere with the profits to be made out of an outstill. Whether 


ay, 
1. sl Ae 
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such profits can be made legitimately, or the abkars see some loophole by 


( 19 ) : 
oh the various restrictions imposed’ may be evaded or ignored, is 8 
poo that can be solved only by experitier. a 8 5 

On the 30th December of the same year the Board addressed the 
following letter to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal :— | 

No. 1087B, dated the 80th December 1886. 
From—O. E. Buoxuanp, Esq., Offg. Secretary to the Board of 
Revenue, L. P., 1 
70 — The Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, Financial Department. 
: 0 . 626 * . 

Pars. 5. (Page 4.) The evidence before the Board shows beyond all 
doubt that the aggregate capacity of the existing outetills in almost every 
district would admit of their turning out, if worked the full number of times 
possible, a much greater quantity than is now actually manufactured to meet 
me local demand. * * * 5 

In spite of the limitation of the capacities of stills and 1 vats, 
the incomes derived from the outstills have not decreased in any district, 


They have, on the contrary, increased. . 

The preceding extracts make it clear that outstill-holders have distilled 
liquor in excess of the prescribed quantity. In order to check the evil, the 
Board addressed the following circular to all Collectors 


Circular No. 1571B, dated the 15th December 1887. 
From— K. G. Gupta, Esq., Offg. Secretary to the Board of 
| Revenue, L. P., | | 
To—The Collector of 
+ ry * * * * 


Para. 2. In paragraph 7 of the Board’s order No. 96B, dated 20th 
January 1887, it has been laid down that metal stills can be worked six times, 
and clay stills three times, a day. But in practice it has been ascertained that 
in certain districts stills can be, and are, worked a larger number of times, 
though in limiting capacities of such stills calculations have been made on 
the basis of the Board’s standard. The restrictions imposed on the capacity 
of those outstills have not therefore been in accordance with the actual 
requirements. . In determining the upset price, and laying down the capacity 
of a still, the standard prescribed by the Board should be taken as the 


minimum working power, 1. e., no metal still is to be taken as working less 


than six times, and no clay still less than three times daily, though it is open 
to district officers to calculate on a higher workiog power where the facts may 
justify such a course. 5 


The Board informed the Bengal Government, long before Mr. 


Westmacott's report was published that it would be impossible to restrict 
the manufacture of liquor by limiting the capacities of vats and stills. It is 
not therefore easy to see why Sir Steuart Bayley cannot understand Mr. 
Westmacott's opinion on the subject. Mr. Toynbee, the Oollector of 
Hooghly, says that the abbars can evade all restriction by manufacturing 
liquor in other people's houses, and he believes that, as a matter of fact, they 
actually do so. Baboo Jnanendra Nath Pal, the Excise Deputy Collector 
of Hooghly, is of opinion that the adéars can easily evade restrictions if they 
choose todo so. And it is only after finding, as a result of trial, that 
restrictive measures are futile, that Mr. Westmacott has expressed the 
following opinion on the subject: 9 | 


* 


„J cannot recommend that the capacity. should be so restricted as to 
render it impossible to meet the local demand for liquor without resort to 


these pernicious devices; and so long as it is fixed on the basis of a pro 


Proportion of fluid in the wash, a larger outturn can always be obtained b7 
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creasing ite density. I do not see how we can enforce any regulation 
to density of coe as to complete fermentation, and the system a 
triction appears to me to encourage the production of unwholesame liquor. 
It is thus found, from the evidence of officers who hare actually tried 

the system themselves, that it is impossible in practice to give effect to the 
recommendations made by the Excise Commission on theoretical grounds 
about limiting the capacities of vate: and stills. It is also impossible by the 
aid of mathematics to arrive at any general or uniform result regarding the 
quantity of liquor which will be produced. Under these circumstances, it is 
not unreasonable to hope that Sir Steuart Bayley will abolish the outstill 
system altogether. Hee 

30. The same paper does not approve of Lord Reay's proposal 

85 1 that all criminal cases should be tried by 

Lord Rosy and crimins} appeals District Magistrates, and all civil cases by 
District Judges. Oriminal cases are now tried by Magistrates, and ap 


„ 


from the decisions of the Magistrates are preferred to District Judges. This 


is conducive to a satisfactory administration of justice. And the adminis- 
tration of justice will suffer if criminal appeals are not allowed to be taken to 
the District Judges and are disposed of by the District Magistrates. Subor- 
dinate magisterial officers often try cases under instractions from the 
District Magistrates, and any order prohibiting criminal appeals to District 
Judges will, therefore, at least in some cases, work injustice. | 
31. Referring to the Government Resolution on the revision of 

The financial policy of Lora ‘financial contracts with the Provincial Govern- 
Daietin. ments, the same paper makes the following 
observations :-— : 


Having incurred wasteful expenditure in different ways and undertaken 
costly wars in different quarters, the Government of India now finds itself 
under the necessity of devising new sources of revenue. It is thus seeking 
to break the five years’ contracts which it made with the Provincial Govern- 
ments only seven months ago. It was only in March last that the Finance 
Minister, Mr. Westland, and the Military Member, General Chesney, in the 
course of the debate on the financial statement, rejoiced at the prospect of 
increased revenue, and referred with pride to what they described as the 
prosperous condition of India. 8 


(such as rs 


7 


raised—a good euggestion this for perpetuating the ignorance of the masses 
While the Government of India is recording cheap sanitary resolutions, 1 


( (1199 ') 


ing measures (such as demanding larger contributions to hospitals 
which can only have the effect of abolishing or imparing the efficiency. ot 
hospitals. The meaning of increased local taxation is probably an increase of 
the present public works cess, or. the im position of a new public works tax. 
It is earnestly to be hoped that at the forthcoming conference at Calcutta, 
for the purpose of considering this financial scheme of the Government of 


India, the Provincial Governments will firmly protest against it. 


V.—PROsPEoTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PROPLE, 


82. The Sar Sudhdnidhi, of the 5th November, says that the agrioul - 


4 tural outlook is very gloomy throughout the 
NN MI Gf country, and unless — — taken 
to prevent the impending calamity, the present year will be one of the 
darkest in the annals of India. The prices of food-grains have consider- 
ably risen everywhere, while in certain parts of the country famine prices 
are ruling. Government is therefore requested to take timely steps. to 
save the people, 

33. The Sahachar, of the 7th November, is glad that Sir Steuart 

oy aM Noes ge Bayley has ordered Magistrates, Collectors, 
—_— scarcity in the and Sub-divisional Officers to hold themselves 
teady to meet the scarcity with which the 


country is threatened, and to commence relief works directly they see any 


necessity for the same. 

It is hoped that, on the occasion of His Honour’s visit to Orissa, the 
different local bodies in that province will submit to him an unvarnished 
account of the real state of the country. For the official account, which 
will be furnished on the occasion, is likely to be more favourable than facts 
might warrant. Government has, in violation of its promise, absorbed the 
Famine Fund in the general revenues of the Empire. If, therefore, any 
death from starvation occurs in the present occasion, it will have to render 
a strict account to the world in general and to the people of this country 
in particular. er ere . ee 

The European mercantile community of Calcutta will now see the 
mistake they -have made by not constructing a railway line to Sanibalpore 


San Soubfamom, 


Nov. Sth, 1888. 


Sacha, 
Nov. 7th, 1889. 


vid Midnapore. A railway line to Madras along the east coast of India 
can be constructed with a capital of five crores of rupees. And it should 


be perfectly clear that such a line will be of immense use in times of famine 
and scarcity. But Government, which constructed railways in the North- 
Western Provinces long before it did so in Bengal, and which is about to 


construct railways in the newly-conquered province of Upper Burma, has 


up to this time neglected to do anything of the kind in Orissa, simply 
because the people of that province are inoffensive and unwarlike, and 
railways for the concentration of troops are not needed there. Orissa had 
to pay dearly for her isolation in 1866, when lots of her people died of 
starvation in sight of ships laden with grain, because nothing could be done 
to bring that grain upon her shore. And yet, beyond .constructing a 
light-house at False Point, Government has done nothing to prevent the 
recurrence of a similar calamity. : — 


The people of Outtack are raising money for the purpose of giving a 


a 


reception to His Honour. But it is hoped that the Iieutenant-Govern 
will thank them and tell them that, instead of spending their money on his 


reception, they should utilise it for the purpose of administering relief to 


their starving countrymen. | | : 5 
f an impending scarcity are making them 

ing, Steuart Bayley and the imped gelves visible all over the country. But the 
„ Lieutenant- Governor, Sir Steuart Bayley 
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who. is known to have deep sympathy with the people confided to his care 
is not a man who can remain idle in such an emergency. Indeed, His 
Honour is doing all in his power to avert the danger, and will shortly visit 


Orissa, where famine has already made itself visible. This much is certain 
that not 


hing which a judiciods and sympathetic administrator can do for his 
people will be left undone on the present occasion. — 5 
35. The Bangabdet, of the 10th November, does not share the hope 


eae „expressed by the officials that the recent 
The 10 Ä rainfall in Madras, Orissa, and Chota Nagpore 
will do much good tothe crops. The rainfall in Madras, accompanied ag 


it was by a storm of unprecedented violence, has certainly done more harm 
than Storms of unusual violence have been known to tear up even 


the grass in the fields, and it is therefore ten to one that the crops in Madras 
have seriously suffered. But there has been no rain in the Ganjam district, 
where the sufferings of. the people on account of scarcity are very great, 
Ganjam, Vizigapatam, Godavari, Krishna, Karnull, Bellary and Anantpore 
districts in Madras are still threatened with famine, and rainfall at ao late 
an hour will do little good to the crops in those districts. 


The recent rainfall in the Bombay Presidency has not improved the 


prospects of the crops there. Crops have entirely failed in Kattywar and 


Guzerat, and cultivation is at a standstill for want of rain. Only a six 
anna harvest is expected in Baroda. Scarcity of water is already reported 
from six districts in the ‘Bombay Presidency, and Heaven alone knows 


what the sufferings of the people of those districts will be in the summer 
season. : 


In Bengal the prospects of the crops have not at all improved, and 
the fear of an impending famine has not in the least abated. The price 
of rice has risen both in Calcutta and in the mofussil. Rainfall at this 
late hour will do little good. For the paddy plants have already withered. 
The paddy plants in the eight districts of Eastern Bengal, which were 
reported to be in a promising condition last week, are now reported to be 


withering for want of rain. Ia many districts only a four anna and in 


many others only an eight anna, crop is expected. Government is requested 
to take note of the warning given by the Famine Commission that an 
eight anna crop in this country is an indication of severe distress. 


The paddy plants have completely withered in Behar and are being 


given to cattle as fodder. The outlook in Behar is, therefore, such as to 


cause serious anxiety, and Government should take early steps to avert a 


famine there. 


No reliable information has been received from Orissa, and it is not 


known whether the recent rainfall has done any good to the crops in that 
province, | 


But Sir Steuart Bayley is himself going to Orissa, where it is expected 
he will see everything with his own eyes. Scarcity is generally felt in this 


country in the months of Falgun and Chaitra, the sufferings of the people 
becoming severest in Jaistha and Asar. But this year scarcity was felt 
so early as the month of Bhadra. Sir Steuart should not judge from the 


present condition of the people how they will fare in the coming months 
of summer. : cae aet 


36. A correspondent of the same paper says that Bogra is threatened 


with famine. The paddy plants in the district 


Prospects of the corps at Bo ‘ : * an 
* 5 are withering for want of rain. The peopl 


are wailing in distress. The price of rice and paddy is daily rising. Bice 


is selling at 21 or 22 kacha seers per rupee. 
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87. Another correspondent of the same paper says that the amu R. 


: paddy plants are withering for want of rain , 1%, 1888 
nee W l * a village in the 24-Perguonahs . 
88. Another correspondent of the same paper says that the amus 
paddy plants are withering for want of rain 
prospects of the orope at Sehanabed gt Jehanahad in Hughli. The cultivators are 
* greatly dejected. 


V1I.—MisceLLanEovs. 


39. The: Sahachar, of the 7th - 2 that, now that the 
f N movements of the Congress are being closel 
The duties of the Congressists. = - Watched by its enemies both here * FH 
England, it has become the imperative duty of its supporters to conduct them- 
selves carefully and with moderation. It is therefore sorry that at the meeting 
of the Provincial Conference in Calcutta the delegate from Sylhet gave an 
exaggerated account of the sufferings of, the coolies in the tea-gardens 
of Assam at the hands of the planters. For, although coolies are some- 
times subjected to ill-treatment, although coolie women find it difficult, 
at times, to defend their chastity, and although even women of the middle 
classes are now and then enticed away into the tea-gardens, still, speakin 
generally, the statement of the Sylhet delegate that coolies are treate 
like beasts, and that they are utterly neglected in the matter of food, clothing 
and habitation, is without foundation. It is, in fact, contrary to. the 
self-interest of the: planter, who spends lots of money for his coolies, to 
give them bad food, or to lodge them in bad houses, thereby making them 
unfit for work prematurely and permanently. It should also be borne in 
mind that the indigo-planters of Behar and the tea-planters of Assam treat 
their coolies with kindness. And so far as Government is concerned, it will 
appear from the recent prosecutions in Coolie cases that the officers of police 
are now interfering promptly and vigorously in all cases of coolie oppression. 
It is true that the existing law relating to the recruitment of coolies stands in 
need of revision. But to hold the planter responsible for the mischief arising 
from the operation of this law will be to make a grave political error. 

The supporters of the Congress are next advised not to discuss the 
Confidential Police Circular at their next meeting. It would, in fact, be 
well for them to remove that subject from their list of business. As there 
is no chance of a system of espionage like that which prevails on the conti- 
nent of Europe being adopted in any part of the British Empire, no harm 
can result from Government merely informing itself of the names of the 
leaders of the people in political and social matters, &c. People in this 
country not only do not talk sedition, but they do not even allude to 
sedition, So, there can be no doubt that when Government learns that 
fact through its officers, the people will stand before it clear of the charge 
of disloyalty which is ordinarily brought against them by the Pioneer and 
other Anglo-Indian papers. a ae | 8 

The attitude taken up by Government towards the Congress moxement 
is of a kind for which the people of the country ought to feel grateful to 
it, and the country should therefore joy fully allow Government to use every 
means in its power to assure itself of their loyalty. For when Government 
will cease to cherish any doubts regarding their loyalty, the cause of their 
progress will become far easier than it is noc. ab ar 

| 460. The same paper, referring to the 
ruc? Pioneer on the National Oon- DPjonger’g article headed “The Spread of 
_ The Pioneer says that 85,000 copies of a Congress catechiem, contain - 
lng seditious attacks on Government, have been: distributed in Guzerat 
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 énformed ef what goss on in the 


following observations :— 
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Bengali. But. the. Nansen does nat say one. ward abont the 
im, ita contents, and the portions of it containing — 
The Government in this country understands its duty and keeps; 
| 1 irg, and will be therefore Ma 1 
10 supply the Pioneer s omissions. The Pioneer ought, nevertheless, 0 
have given, for the edification of the general public, come account of it, 
discovery of sedition in the oountry. But though it has furnished no such 
account, it has given an excellent exposition of what loyalty is. Here is 
the exposition :—“ Loyalty should be the watchward of our policy, 
Loyalty carefully tested should be the supreme virtue ag by Govern. 
ment. ... . .. . . Loyalty to the Government whose salt one has tasted 
us the most sacred of oriental political virtues. . . . . At present it holds in the 
native army, a it — n ‘ — India“ If a man gives 
proof of loyalty, blackguarded by every Beng as A sycophan 
and n Batterer, ut if he abuse Government, they sod Um as * * 
public spirit and of independennce. .... .. ... The policy of Akbar was 
to crush opposition, and then, when his enemies felt wholly powerless and 
at his mercy, to raise them up and shower on them his favours, In this 
way he won their devoted loyalty. Loyalty of the heart and feelings of 
personal gratitude to Government—sentiments strong under Mahomedan 
rule, but weak under ours—have to be carefully fostered.” iain 
Here, ‘however, the Pioneer does not do what he undertakes to do. 
He does not explain what loyalty is. As regards the policy which has 
been ascribed to Akbar, history says that Akbar’s policy was nothing Aike 
it. As regards foreing people into loyalty, all the world knows that love and 
gratitude are not things that can be secured by that means. Will the writer 
in the Pioneer say that he has been able to secure the love of his wife by 
such means as he would employ to make the Indians loyal? And does he 
mean to say that Magistrates accompanied by police officers and loyal 
natives of the type of Raja Siva Prosad should henceforward go from 
house to house inspiring loyalty in the hearts of its inmates by a sound 
administration of the whip? f | oth Vuaeieato hei 
The Pioneer says that the loyal native is abused by Bengali news - 
papers. Will the Pioneer say who this loyal. native is whom the Bengali 
papers abuse? Can it be Raja Siva Prasad of Benares? It cannot be 
believed for a moment that respectable Englishmen entertain any: esteem 
for men like Raja Siva Prasad. If, however, the abuse of such men 
amounts, in the opinion of the Pioneer, to disloyalty, which should be 
converted into loyalty by a merciless use of the whip, let it, by all means, be 
admitted that Mesers. Siva Prasad and Company are good and loyal men, 
and — those who labour in the cause of administrative reform are all 
scoundrels. bee ave 


41. The Prajé Bandhu, of the gh 
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nd. Pioneer on the Congress more. November, in commenting on the Pioneer's 


articles on the Congress movement, makes the 


The progress of the Congress movement has brought the Pioneer to 
its wit's end. Fear, astonishment and anger bave so clouded its reason that 
it is saying and doing the foulest and most unspeakable things. It is the 
general belief that the Pioneer is the mouthpiece of the Government 
officers, and that high officials, including the Governor-General himself, are 
in the habit of writing in it. This being the case, the appearance in the 
Pioneer of such a statement as thiss—“ The simple and straightforward 
method would be direct suppression, for which purpose a dozen policemen 
would be ample,” leads people to lose their confidence in Government. It 


. 4, ay 


is said that Russia is very despotic, and that she knows no other law e of f 
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per own will, and that it is consequently in her conntry alone that such 
Maries of absolute power have = place. But if such a statement 
as the above comes from an angen like the Pioneer 1 K 
civilised English rule, where is the diffarenos between England and Rassia ? 
Ius Pioneer would check the growing disloyalty in the following 
yo “There must be created feelings of personal loyalty to counteract 
this. But one essential element in this sentiment is a feeling of respect 
and awe. This can never exist if the rulers appear weak, timid and 
frighiened of their subjects; their prestige and their uf questioned power 
must be maiutained.” This means that those officers of Government, whose 
views are similar to those of the Pioneer, should be made all-in-all in the 
government of the country, | : } | 1 6 
Be that as it may, there is really much to fear from the anti- Bengali 
savings of the Pioneer. For if the high officials of Government do really 
entertain such views as the Pioncer has given expression to, then the future 
of the English Empire in India must he considered to be in the highest 
degree doubtful, 1 5 . | ue 

42. The Sanjivant, of the 10th November, in an article entitled 
le „here is the real danger f delivers itself 

as follows:: 

If England ever loses India, it will be on account of those sweepings 
of her population who, being unable to earn their bread in England, come 
out to this country. These men have no generous traits in their caaracter, 
they are selfish to the backbone, So long as their interests are not 
threatened, they are the most loyal people on earth; but directly those 
interests are menaced, they raise a united and 2 howl : witness the 
Tibert Bill agitation and the announcement made on that occasion by the 
Englishman newspaper that a body of Anglo-Indians had made themselves 


ready to arrest Lord Ripon in the Viceregal palace and carry him off to 


some other place. If any native newspaper had made use of a threat of 
that kind, the Editor of the Zaghshmas newspaper would have found nb rest 


until he had seen the editor of the rebellious print hanging dead from the. 
gallows. Anglo-Indians are so insolent and nonchalant because they think 


that they are strong enough to be able to rule India themselves and withont 
England’s help. But the. Indians not only know that they are too weak 
to be their own rulers, but that they cannot expect to get a better foreign’ 
Government than the English Government. It is also certain that if the 
Anglo-Indians ever rebel against England, the Indians will not join them, 
for they have no wish to exchange English for Anglo-Indian rule. And 
if English rule has become in any way unpleasant to the Indians, it is 
owing to the oppressions which are practised upon them by these low class 


Englishmen in India, There would, therefore, have been no discontent .or . 


dissatisfaction among the Indians if English officials had made it a point to 
put down the oppressions of these men. As matters stand, however, English- 
men of this pis regard the officials with the utmost contempt, and do not 
hesitate to bring the most serious charges or to make the most unworthy 
imputations against them if they decide cases against them. This is borne 
out by the attack which, as will appear from the letter quoted below, bas 
been made by a tea-planter upon Mr. Lyons, who had convicted Gibbons 


of forgery :— 


To—The Deputy Commissioner, Sibeagar, n. 
Srz—I have the honour to call your attention to the following matter, 


52 N ple Tek hyn See To RG | ah es 
PRT ah ee fe pe Bh LEDs Aine, Ae EM LE eae PRE ey 
eT ee 8 A * ? 2 RAG ed ek 


and trust on consideration you will accede to my petition. © 5 


SaNsIVant, 
Nov. 10th, 1888. 


ee 
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On the 14th October I sent a woman named Jamuna, who is 
Calcutta: agreement, to Golaghat Oourt wich the object of prosecuting ber 
under section 171, Inland Emigration Act. aS ood OA) 

Hearing that Mr. Lyons was not in the station, I did not proceed to 
the cutcherry as intended. He, however, turned up late in the afternoon 

and the woman was brought before him. Her husband and his second wife. 
named Bifny, it pg accompanied her, and applied for their discharges, 
which were granted by Mr. Ne fer without, as usual, giving me notice. Th¢ 
woman Jamuna acknowledged being under agreement, and was sent back 
to the factory. om the coolies who brought her baek I learnt the 
foregoing particulars: . : au 

From what Bifny and her husband stated to me some days previous 
and from their going to the Magistrate for their discharges without inform. 
ing me of their desire to leave, also from what my native staff informed me, 

I was under the impression that the woman was under contract. I referred 

to my agreements, and found that of a woman named Bifny in the same 

bundle as Jamuna’s and signed at the same time and place. This, coupled 
with the fact that they were wives of the same man and no other Bifny 
being on the Factory, I felt convinced the agreement was that of the 
woman who I considered had been prematurely discharged by Mr. Lyons, 

On a previous occasion Mr. Lyons discharged a man, named Chatoo, before 

giving me an opportunity of appearing’ in the case, and this man was 

undoubtedly under Act I contract as Mr. Lyons could easily have ascertain: 
ed by referring to the Court register. As 1 lost this coolie, 1 sent hurriedly to 
my pleader the contract of Bifny with instructions to have her brought before 


Court. At first she stated that she had been recruited at the same time and 


9th instant, a few days before he discharged the coolies, he was be 


Mr. Lyons. This was done, as the woman was in the immediate vicinity of the 


Inland a Act. ee 
The only reason I can assign for Mr. Lyons’ hostility is that, on the 


for as a member of our Polo Club and blackballed. He attrib oan: — 


eee ee 
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result to me, and is much incensed. Previous to this circumstance, he was 
‘nvariably friendly and always sent for explanation any pps or complaint 

inst me. Had he done so in this instance all trouble would have been 
avoided. Unable to control his resentment, however, he has displayed his 
characteristics which, to say the least, unfit him for the position he holds, 
and which, coupled with bis connection with the Gibbon’s case, point con- 
clusively to the fact that no man is safe from such malicious and excessive 
jealousu ess. It is evident Mr. Lyons’ fixed determination was to take up 
another Gibbon’s case, and is only prevented from ‘doing so by circumstances 
beyond his control. } 

On the face of it, it is absurd to think any man in his senses would 
intentionally put into Court such a document or risk their (his?) reputation 
in such a cause. Convinced from My. Lyons’ conduct and comments, 
coupled with his statement in open Court that for the future he would be 
“very strict with me, I cannot expect an unbiassed hearing, I have to 
request that the case be heard by the native Magistrate rather than by 
such a European. 

As Mr. Lyons has I consider acted most maliciously, I intended giving 
publicity to all facts connected with this matter, in the interests of the 
planting community. ä 


I have, &., 
(Sd.) Akshay Kumar Ghosb, 
3 for O. A. Byrne. 


43. The same paper * -~ — is a 5 e 2 
ts ak se va take a delight in telling the English public 
finer and the Black 3 — Exped in England ‘that the Hindus aie all rebels 
- The Calcutta correspondent of the Times 
newspaper is notoriously one of this class of Englishmen. Some time ago 
he informed the Times that the inhabitants of the Black Mountain are 
fighting with the English at the instigation of some Hindus. But the 
fact is that the people who are instigating the mountaineers are not 
Hindus, but Mahomedans of the Wahabi sect, who formerly lived in 


the Patna district and have now settled in the country lying beyond the 


Indus. | . 
44, The same paper, referring to = Bogen ee a Civilian e 

He Viritten in the Zxglishman, questioning the 

The condition of the Afsam cooles. correctness of the Ait of —— life 
in Assam given before the meeting of the Provincial Conference in Calcutta, 
by Baboo Bipin Chandra Pal, who represented Sylhet at the Conference, says 
that it may be freely admitted that there are good men among tea-planters 
of Assam. But the writer must nevertheless state that most of the tea- 
planters are uneducated and low class Englishmen. It is therefore no 
wonder that they will act in the disgraceful manner they do. Bipin Baboo’s 
description is correct as regards the majority of coolies, though of course 
he could not for want of time quote chapter and verse in support of his state- 
ments. Many cases of oppression of coolies by tea-planters have been from 
time to time published in this paper. Oases have been reported of coolies whose 
health completely broke down on account of overwork, and who were turned 


1 1 
— ' 


out of the tea-gardens when sickness made them unfit for work ; of coolies 
who, unable to bear the pangs of starvation, first killed their beloved wives 
and then killed themselves; of coolies who, in their anxiety to put an end to 
their miserable existence, attempted to commiot suicide by throwing ther 
selves into rivers. There is, in fact, no end of oppressiuns in the tea-gardens 
of Assam. ‘The horrible deeds done in the Mess jan tea-garden mean that 
there is nothing that a tea“ planter cannot ſſo CCC. 


3 
* fink 


Sawan, 
Nov. 10th, 1888. 


Sama. 


2 


SaNJIVANY, 


Nov. 10th, 1888. 


SANJIVANI. 
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The civilian writer in the Zaglishman says that those who bewail the 
hard lot of the coolies do not compare their condition with that of othe 
classes of labourers. Well, it is true that the condition of many coolies ask 
improved. But this is true only of the coolies in the few gardens which 
are managed by good men. It should also be noted here that, though the 
pay of the coolie is fixed at Rs. 5 per month, he generally finds himself in 
debt after his month’s hard work.. And when the term of his agreement 
expires, it is found that he is immersed in debt, which is the reason he is 
obliged to enter into a fresh agreement. These Assam coolies work very 
hard and live upon insufficient food, and yet find themselves in debt at the 
expiration of the term for which they have agreed to serve. Few working 
men in this country labour under such disadvantages. 

It is probable that Revd. Herberlet, upon whose testimony in favour 
of the coolies the civilian iias placed great reliance, has happened to have 
his agents only in gardens managed by good men. ee 

45. The same paper is glad to find that Colonel Ardagh, and not 

Sir Mackenzie Wallace, has ‘been appointed 
abe Private Secretary to Lord Lans Private Secretary to Lord Lansdowne. The 

: people of this country do not know Colonel 
Ardagh, but they are glad that some other man than Sir Mackenzie Wallace 
will be the new Viceroy’s Private Secretary. 

46. A correspondent of the same paper relates the following story 

of a coolie from one of the tea-gardens in 
Assam who lately died in Calcutta :-— 

The name of the coolie was Ram Singh, his elder brother’s name was 
Karu Singh, and his younger brother’s name was Beni Singh. He was an 
inhabitant of Naurangpore Kumbhi, a village situated within the jurisdiction 
of the Morleygunge thana, in the Gya district. One day about three years 
and a half ago he quarrelled with his brother and went away in anger to 
his maternal uncle’s house. While working one day on his uncle’s field, he 
was offered an employment on a salary of Rs, 10 by a coolie recruiter, and 
was decoyed to Monghyr. The Saheb in charge of the Monghyr coolie 
depot told him that there was no vacancy there, and directed him to go to 
Calcutta and to work in his garden there. The coolie recruiter, however, 
instead of taking him to Calcutta, took him to a coolie depöt at Kanchra- 
para. When the Baboos of the depdt told him that he would have to go 
to Cachar as a coolie, he said he would not go, and he cried aloud, but to 
no purpose. He was next day forcibly deported to Assam with other 
coolies. He never signed an agreement, and was never taken to aay hakim, 
but he was treated as a coolie who had given an agreement. He had to 
work from morning till evening, and was allowed rest only for half an hour 
after 1pm. He had to work during sickness. Hard work brought on 
diarrhoea, from which he suffered for six months. When during that period 
the Saheb found that there was no hope of his recovery, he turned him out 
of his garden. He went to Dacca and was admitted into a hospital there, 
and when he partially recovered he came to Calcutta. At Oalcutta he bad 


A coolie story. 


a relapse, and was under treatment for one month in the Campbell Medical 
Hospital. After discharge from the hospital he went to Kalighat, and got 
a third attack of the disease. Here he came across the correspondent, who 
found him in a most wretched and pitiable condition. He recovered under 
medical treatment provided for him by the correspondent, and a letter was 
sent to the poor man’s brother in the country asking him to take him 


, DBE >. ame gO A. ata 82 ae es ae aS 
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home. But shortly afterwards he had fever and chest. complaint and began 
to show alarming symptoms. He was taken to the Chandni Hospital ané 
died the day after his admission there. The dying man asked the copecs- 


pondent who was standing by his head whether any reply had bee a re ed 
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to the letter sent to his brother. He was told—No. Thereupon he 
exclaimed “Ha re kapdi”! Oh l unfortunate that Iam! and expired. 
These three words were poor Ram Singh's lastwords on earth! 

47. A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 10th November, says 
that the people of Assam are very happy 
under the rule of Mr. Fitzpatrick. But it is 
rumoured that Mr. Fitzpatrick intends going 
away on furlongh on account of the heavy domestic bereavement he has 
suffered. Evil days will come upon Assam as before if Mr. Fitzpatrick goes 


away 


III. Fitepatrick and the people of 
Assam. 


48. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the prevalence 
i a al a of cholera at Bagjuri, Matta, Dasora and 
neben of the Dacea district. other Villages in the Manikgunge sub-division 
of the Dacca district. People are dying for 
want of medical aid. Thirty deaths within a short time are motel. : 
oe as 49. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the IIth 
Rag Dufferin's intended visit to November, referring to Lord Dufferin's 
intended visit to Dacca, makes the following 
observations :— 

None of the Governors-General of India, except. Lord Dalhousie, won 
so much unpopularity as Lord Dufferin has done. But it is one thing to 
criticise Lord Düfferin's policy and another thing to show him respect and 
loyalty. It is therefore hoped that every one in Dacca will receive His 
Excellency with respect, love and. joy. The local authorities should also 
see that His Excellency's visit to Dacca is not made an occasion for the 
display. of unpleasant feelings, or for the creation of a breach between 
Europeans and natives. 


50. The same paper is at a loss to see the propriety of publishing the 
— ates notification regarding the celebrated Kartick 
Baruni Mela at Narayanaganj in the 


Government Gazette instead of in the local newspapers. 


Untya PAPERS. 


51. The deaths of the Raja of Pallahara, a Tributary Chieftain of 
Two dente ta Cxighs. the Orissa Gurjats, and Raja Shyamananda 


by making copious notices of their lives in their columns. 
52. All the native papers of Orissa allude in pathetic terms to the 
W i tl, scarcity prevailing. in the province. The 
een Oria and Navasamvad and the Samvad- 
vahika allude to the distress in Chandbally and Basadebpur thanas of the 
Balasore. district, while the Uskal Dipikd, of the 27th October, brings the 
distress in Angul into prominence. The latter points out the first symptoms 
of a general famine in Orissa in the following terms :— as ae 
„There is a general cry for rain in the whole province. The paddy- 
fields are getting dry every day. It is true that rice fields situated: within 


the reach of canal water have some chance of success, but the area of 


such fields is ve 


small. Besides canal water can never supply the place 
of rain water. 


e have ourselves inspected the state of the crops in the 


mofussil, and we are of opinion that the area beyond the reach of canal ~~ 


water is very large. Rice and paddy are getting scarce every day, and 
purchasers And 4 their mortification that the supply of those fon of 


food in the Adés is very small. Even in the Outtack town the state of 


things is not a whit better. The shop-keepers and grain-dealers are con- 
cealing their reserve stocks of rice from the public vier. 


The poor not being able to purchase rice at the rate of ten or eleven seers 


Nov. 10th, 1888. 


BaNGAaRasl. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Nov, llth, 1888. 


Dacoa PRaKasH. 


Ur AL Dirma, 
Oct. 27th & Nov. 8rd, 
1888, 


De Bahadoor, of Balasore, are mourned by all war Bana, 
the newspapers of Orissa, which pay an affectionate tribute to their memories % 


On AND 
NavVasaMvaD, 


Oot. Ist, 1888. 
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Urea Dirixa. 
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op was set on fire, Another day a cart-laden with fl 
The pilgrims to Jagannath, who travel by the Grand Trunk Road. passing 
through the Pooree district, find no rice in the chatties or bazars situated 
upon it 5 50 1 . 
We would therefore request the authorities to repress crime, to prohibit 
export of rice, and to warn distant people, who are bent on à pilgrimage to 
Jagannath, of the danger that a 3 fl pu, ot 
OF ; e Utka of the 8rd 
ee November, writes as follows in e 
with the ot in Angul :— 


Last week rice sold in the old gurh at the rate of ten seers per 
rupee, In the present week the price has been raised to eight seers per 
rupee. It is hard to find rice even at that rate. The undermentioned men 
and women of old gurh have died of starvation :— 

Mukti Bewa of Panjia Sahi, aged 35 years. 

Kurap Naik of Matia Sahi, aged 30 „ 

Kalpatru Behera of Karmanga Sahi, aged 5 years. 

Guman Sing of Goura Sahi, aged 50 years. 

Manik Bewa of Kaifulia Sahi, aged 31 „ | 
We regret to find that the Superintendent of the Tributary States is in- 
clined to the view that the distress in Angul is uot severe. We, however, 
request him to test the accuracy of the figures of mortality given above 
and to trace out the cause or causes from which the same has occurred.” 

54, In taking exception to the programme of the Durbar which 

The coming Durbar in Cuttack, 8 Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of 
„ Bengal is going to hold at Outtack on the 
17th November current, the Utkal Dipikd, of the 3rd November, makes the 
following observations :— ’ | 

e We have learnt with regret tuat while almost all the English gentle- 
men of the station have been invited to attend the Durbar, a very limited 
number of native gentlemen have been requested to do the same. The 
ministerial officers and Municipal Commissioners of the station have been 
excluded bodily. Some of the Honorary Magistrates have been passed 
over. It has hitherto been the practice in all the Durbars that have been 
convened during the last twenty years to invite ministerial officers drawing 
Rs. 50 and upwards per mensem,.  * — 1 0 ° 
We do not think it has been prudent to deviate from the general practice. 
The municipal officers, who represent the rate-payers of the Cuttack Munici- 
pality, and the Honorary Magistrates are gazetted officers. They work 
without pay and consequently deserve better treatment. The exclusion of 
Municipal Commissioners will imply a slight to the representatives of Local 
Self-Government of which Sir Steuart Bayley is so enamoured.“ 


per rupee are obliged to fast. Crime is increasing. The other 


OHUNDER NATH BOSE, — 
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